


Bums. 9. 


Heraclitus Ridens : 
AT 
A Dialogue between Feft and Earne(t, concerning the Times. 
| ‘Cueoay, arch x. 168x. 


. Fo Reading a Billet. per Peny-Poft. 
S1rR, 


O U are vequefted to increafe our number with 
your Divertive Company at the Nuptials to 
be celebrated between Mr. Popular Fears, 
and Mrs. Joan Jealoufie, two of our Faith- 

ful Congregational Friends, to morrow at Sedition- 
Sellers-Hall, in Common-wealth-Lane near Tolera- 
tion-Street, and to bring this Ticket along with you, 
which will give you aprefent and welcom admiffion to 


Your true Proteftant Mercury Friends 
Fran. Smith, Anab. Teacher. 
Manya{s. Ben. Harris. 


; Bridemen. 
Lang. Curtis. 


Well! certainly this penny-Poft was the moft 
happy invention of this fortunate Age: these was 
never any thing fo favourable to the carrying on 
and managing Intrigue: that and the Prefs being 
unpadlockt , are two incomparable twins of the 
Liberty of the Subje&t! one may Write ,. Print, 
publith and difperfe ingenious Libels, either againft 
particular perfons of the Tory party, or the Go- 
vernment it felf, and no body the wifer or the better 
for it: Sureas precious Mr..Smith held forth lately 
upon that deep point of Elections, Never was this 
Nation in fo fair a way of bappinefs this Forty years 5 
never was there more plentiful or painful ufe of the 
means , never {uch powerful and Nation-faving an. Or- 
dinance as this of Printing, fince the filencing of the 
Ordinances of the Lords and: Commons from 41 to 48. 
A Wedding. and I not there! nay, then all the fat 
would be in the fire: Vlégo if it coft me all the 
Shooes in my fhop. 

Earn. Have I met you Sir? I have been here three 
or four times this morning; and your maid' Clinch 
told me you were gone abroad. 

Fel, No. Sir, You are under a miftake Sir, for 
I tell you my felt Sir, if you will not believe her, 
that lam not at home Sir. 

Earn, Oh admirable! whata proficient you arc 
grown in the Art of Nonfence! this it is, whena 
man of Parts undertakes any thing of moment. 

Fet, Pray Sirdo not give me the trouble of your 
Company, I tcJl you again, f am gone abroad to 
morrow morning to {weet Mr. Populars Wedding 
a Haberdafber of {mall Wares, and am not to be 
{poke withall.’ .1 am to do my felf the: honour 


to Dance with Mrs. Bride, they {ay fhe’s a whirling 
Lafs, Ple whirl her, till fhees as giddy as a Goofe, 
ead, 


and all the World runs round in her 








Earn. Nay that it doth already, the was begotten 
in Don Quixot’s Windmill, born in a Storm when 
her Mother was coming by Sea aboard the Refor- 
mation of Geneva, Mr. Turbulent Fadtion taught her 
to Write and Read and Caft Accompts, and fhe is 
more Expeditious at Divifion, Multiplication, and 
the Rule of Fra@ions, than a Clerk in the Cujtom- 
Houfe,or a Merchants Accomptant. But pray what 
Company are you tohave at this famous Wedding ? 

Feft. Why Sir I will not tell you, J am no blabb 
ofmy Tongue. There will be Mrs, Apparition of 
Hatfield, the Lady with the white hand, who hath 
promifed to bring along with her Foanof Arc, la Pu- 
celled’ Orleans, aud Befs Barton the Holy. Maid of 
Kent, who are to be Bride-Maids; And if fhe can 
perfuade him, Old Freeman the famous Piper of 
Hatfield, who, as the Story goes, was foundly lafh’d. 
for coming back from Hell and telling Tales out 
of School, That he faw there a great Lord fitting in 
a glowing Chair, and that there was fuch another 
empty Chair of State, which they told him was re- 
ferved for another. 

Earn. You’! be as merry as forty Beggars I find 5 
But why can’t you have the Fiddles? 

Jet, Othat we might ! But-in truth Mr. Bride- 
groom hath taken fuch an averfion againft Fiddles, 
and Fiddle-fticks, and is fo afraid lett Hodgefhould 
come in Mafquerade and play upon him, miftaking 
him for a Bafs- Viol, which I affure you if he were 
but hung againft a Wall, he is not unlike, chat he 
is refolved to Renounce all Fiddles; and hath entred 
into a Solemn League and Covenant with him- 
felf to endeavour the utter Extirpation of Organs 
in the Kirk, and Fiddles in the State, as Popithly 
Affeéted, at leaft, of Dangerous Confequence, Ene- 


-mies to the King and Kingdom, and inconfiftent 


witha Thorough Reformation, 

Earn. Very great I profefs * And if Old Nick 
will be fo kind co lend you his Piper upon occafion 
who you are fure is not Popithly Affected, that will 
do as well J find, and by the ways of Nonfence will 
be Heavenly Mufick. But prithee Sweet-heart whac 
farthing was on the {core that induced Mr. Popular 
to matter ©’ money. I have ‘heard the Rogue 
Talk as Learnedly againft inclofing the Common, 
and for Liberty of Confcience, as any Dog and 
Bottle-man inthe Town ? | 

Feft, Why Sir, to tell youthe Naked Truth, I 
know no more than the Man in the Moon, but thus. 
it was; Mrs Popular tinding that his AL L was a¢ 
ftake, and wanting a Help-meet for hitn, arid obferv- 
ing in this virtuous Maid of twice One and Thirty, 

E Youth, 





Youth, Beauty, Modefty and many other excellent 
Accomplifhments, as Whifpering, Goffipping, Tat- 
tling, Lying and Slandering, and that he had a 
numerous acquaintance, which might be very ad- 
vantagious in the wav of Kis Trade, he was refolved 
tomake his Fortune, and fertle himfelfin the Wogld. 

Earn. Avery prudent Refolution, And what Trade 
do they intend to drive? : 

Jeff, What Trade quothee! Have at all, Neck or 
nothing, Fhe King Loves no Cripples: Win the 
Horfe or lofe the Saddle. They’l drive all. before 
em, and fo run down your little Retailing Torics, 
Mafgiiefadess and Penfioners, That they will fet up 
who 'they/pléafe, pulldown’ whom they pleafe,do and 
fay what they pleafé, make Lord Mayors, Aldermen, 
Common-Councellogs, and what you pleafe, what 
dye lack, what a’ yebity Sir,d’ye want any Common- 
wealth Hats or Cloaks ?Here’s your choice of Religi- 
ons Sir, And ‘if it were not for fearof Topham, Ple 
pawn my Life they would offer at your choice of — 

Earn. Pith, They fear it not, they’! undo him 
with Selling Habeas Corpus’s, and make him ftumble 
into his old Shop zgain. I rell you } faw ’em offer’d 
to Sale ‘at’a Broakers in the Old-Baily, ¥ think they 
call him’ Dick Baldwin. But pray Sir fatisfie my Cu- 
riofity, ‘How will they be able to do all this. 

Fe, Ob Eatity: They will beget’ Apparitions 
with White hands and Red‘hands, Vifions, Re- 
velations, true Proteftant Intelligences, Mercurics, 
Speeches,’ and fo on to the End of the Chapter. 

Barn. ‘And what then? 

Fert, Why theh Mr. Care, who hath the prettieft 
eracefil hand at it, fhall drefs the Sweet Babes in 
Lac’d Linnen, and Fra. Smith, L. Curtis,and Part- 
ners fhall-fell them, and People both 'City and Coun- 
try, with chem. . 

Earn, What? Sell their Children fay you ? 

Feft, Ay, and theit Fathers too if they were alive. 
Nay their Souls too, ‘for the good of the Caufe, 
and to’ get monty. ” 

Earn. ¥ proteft they are men of Zeal, *tis pity 
fuch ménare not prefetred. 

* Fae, Allin good time: Every dog hath his day 
youl know ; they’! certainly have their turn at laff, 
th¢y take fuch indefatigable pains for’t. 

farn. But when they haveSold this hopeful Breed, 
What then ? “o 

Feft, ‘Why there’s the Creem of the Jett, but you 
are not a Confiding Man, T cannot tell whether I 
may break the matter toyou. Buel think I may 
venture in the way of Old Hudibras his Prophecy of 
what is paft. 

When bard Words Fealoufies aud. Fears 
Have fet’s together, by the Ears, 

.,. Fben will Sir, Knight abaudon Dueling 

, dnd out he’l ride a Colonelling. &c» 


Earne?, Well Brother I underfland Trap, but !what i€ 
this Defign fhould mifcarry. 

‘Feft, There’s a But indeed, why it’s but Weatinga wooden | 
Ruff, ‘or at worft but making awry face.’ Are you come 
toyour Burs, then tis time for me co take up my Bows and 
Arrows, I do not love to be burted and bounded, that looks 





like your Law, and f am clearly for Liberty and Proverry, 
that Is to fay a Liberty to have the Saints the true and only 
Proprietors of the Goods of the Wicked, and fpoil them as 
the Ifraelites did the Egyptians, as it was in the Golden Days 
of Yerc. ; 

‘Earn. Is it fo fixehly Beloved ; then,to avoid plundering 
and that I may be in the good graces of Mr.Bridegrootn,and 

Mrs. Bride, pray oblige me with prefenting them according 
to Cuftom with a little Furniture towards Houfe-keeping, to 
adorn a StairsGafe or a Dining Room, here’s an Iaventory 
of them, and Fle fend them prefently. : 

Imprimis, A Picture of Pope Gregorythe Thirteenth and 
Joba Knox, faaking hands ; with this In(cription, Agreed in 
the matu, that Heretical Kings may be Excommunicated, Depo- 
Jed axd Murthered, either by Confecrated Daggers, or Santlified 
Axes; For the veft wee'l wrangle afterwards. 

Item. Mariana the Jefuit, and Buchanan the Presbyterian, 
with their faces looking feveral ways but the fame words, 
Ferve Perimere , meeting in two Labels joyned in a crue- 
lovers knot over their heads, and underneath in red. Letters 
Concordia Difcors. 

item, Dr. Burgefs, Preaching again{ft Prelacy and Plurali- 
tles, and three or four Susepled peeping out of his Pockets 
from under his Cloak. « 

Itém,,A Pope treading upon the neck of an Emperor with 
this known Motto, Super afpidsm calcabis > Bafilifcum; and 
Hugh Peters the Independent Pope, viewing the Execution 
of King Charles the Firft, with the no lefs known and abufed 
Text in his;Mouth, Zo bind their Kings in Chains, and their 
Nobles in Fetters of Iron 5 This honour bave all bis Saints. 

Item, Oliver. lace Protegtor in compleat Armour, and 
his Ghofily Father the Devil driving a bargain of feven 
Years Reign at Dunbar, andunder his Feet Magna Charta, 
Magna F--a, inhis hand a Scroll written, Liberty of Con- 
fcience to all except the Prélatical’ Party, but Favour only to 
Independents. 

‘Item, Mr. Rich. B. Preaching Saints Everlafting Reft to 
the Rebefsfldin in the late-War. And Philiy Nye the fam‘d 
Independent, writing’a Leer, advifing the taking off the - 
King: And underncath,; 4s you like this, yoa thas bave 
MOF eo 

Item, Pride and Hewfor ‘puting the Cofimfotis out of the 
Houfe, and fixing a Bul upoh the Doors, This Houft a to be 
Let. . 

. dtem,. Three or four {mall pieces, being the reprefenta- 
tions of the Battels of Zdge-bill, York, Nafeby, and Vorcefter, 
and upon them, written, For the préfervation of His Majefties 
Perfor, and the good of the King and Kingdom. 

Item, A new Piece,ibeing the Exaltation of Harris and 
Celier, and ever their. heads, written in Capital Letsers 
HANGING CHOICE, 

Jet. Pray prefent thar your felf, or referve it for a 
Quere. ' For ¥ believe your Pump runs low. 

£am. No Sir, You'ate fora Wedding, and Iam not 
for cloying your Stomach with Zoutes jours chapon bouille, 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


S"ie from an upper Room near the fren of the Stumbling- 
block in Duoftan Street, ax Excellent old Monfe-Trap, 
with 4 Delinquent-Moufe in it, and baited with alarge piece 
of Hamburgh cheefe, intended for the relief of the poor Prilo- 
ners 5 if any perfon can give notice either of the Trap, the Bait 
or'the ‘Monje, that fo (he may receive Condégn Puht{bment for 
robbing the Spittle, they (hall have for their reward what the 
Cat left im the Malt-heap. ' 

A moft Ingenious Monkey, who can both write, Read, and 
Speak as good senfe gs his Mafter, nursd inthe Kitchin of the 
late Common-wealth, and when they broak up Honftabieping en- 
tertaéned by Nol Proteétor, may be feendo' all bis old Tricks 
over again, for Pence apiece every Wednelday,:at bis new 
Ma/flers Ben. Harris. ig Cornhill, ~> | 

Seldom lies the Devil,dead ina Ditch ; Or, The good 
Old Caufe revived, being an Old Farce new Triw'd, thewing 
the way of tarning an Ancient Monarchy, into 4 New Venetian 
Seignuiorse: Written:by the incomparable H. N. | Author of Plato 
Redivivus, and Sold by 1. S. or S. I. Priceé d. 


London, Printed for B. T. 1681. 





